ST .     CRISPIN'S    DAY

to dismount. The Black Prince had then commanded
the right of the vanguard, and ten years later he
had adopted his father's method at Poitiers, except
that he had mounted some of the archers, using
them as " mounted infantry ", as we used the M.I.
in the Boer War. But Henry's men were not nearly
numerous enough for drawing up in the established
order of battle. He ordered all to dismount, and
placed the archers along the front or hid them in
the woods on either flank. Otherwise the vanguard,
the " battle " (under Henry himself), and the rear-
guard were formed in one unbroken line four deep,
the horses and baggage being bestowed under a
small guard in the rear. The English numbers are
recorded as 812 men-at-arms and 3,073 archers,
besides 3 Royal Dukes, 8 Earls, and 18 or 19 Barons;
the French probably counted three to one but the
figures given on both sides are vague and contra-
dictory.1

The men were tired ; the archers ragged and bare-
foot. In seventeen days they had marched three
hundred miles from Harfleur, where for the first
time British (or more properly German) gunners had
beaten down a prolonged siege, during which Henry
was said to have lost half his army by sickness. Why
he had landed at Harfleur, .or in France at all,
remains one of the mysteries of the military mind.
Perhaps he was ambitious to push the ridiculous claim
of early English kings to the possession of the greater
part or even the whole of France. Perhaps he sought,
as rulers of discontented peoples still seek, to divert

1 These figures are given as being " on record " by Mr. E.
Burton in a letter to The Times (Oct. 26, 1933), supplementing
Sir John Fortescue's account in his History of the Army. This
record appears to me too small.
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